Healthcare Science
Career of the Week

Clinical Perfusion

MEDICAL
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INSPIRATION IN, ASPIRATIONS OUT

Pay Scale:
£47k - £74k+

Scientist =T o

Area of HCS: Medical Associate Professions

In open heart surgery, you will need some help in pumping your blood round your body whilst the
heart is being worked on. This is where these guys come in, they look after your circulation whilst the
operation is going on.

With the help of a large number of sophisticated machines, they take over a patients lung and heart
functions. They literally sustain the life of a person whose heart has been stopped. When you hear the
words ‘going onto bypass’ on hospital TV dramas, it is these guys saying that. They are taking the
blood out of the body, oxygenating it in a machine, and then putting it back in whilst the heart or
lungs are being operated on! That is some serious responsibility.

You have to be a serious team player in this career working alongside anaesthetists, surgeons and
theatre staff to keep the patient alive and safe. Communication and being able to keep calm and give
clear instructions is also key.

It's not just adults that need heart surgery. New born babies are common patients, having to have
defects in their heart repaired fairly soon after birth.

What to do to get into this career...

A Levels, T Levels A subject Apply for a
9-4/A-C GCSEs including related Bsc Trainee
including Maths, Science, Biology OR University programme
English and Access to HE Degree with an
Science Diploma at L3 OR Qualification NHS Trust
BTEC OR IBAC First or 2:1 ’

Alternative courses to
Consider at University:
Human Biology

Human Physiology
Biomedical Science
Clinical Science

Around 33,000 open heart
operations are performed
each year in the UK and there
are around 3,000 clinical
perfusionists.

Socials for more science! m @ @MedicMavericks

ﬁ @MedicalMavericks @medical_mavericks a @MedicalMavericks

Study based
training that leads
to a post-graduate
qualification. You
are paid whilst
you train.




